GUIDELINES FOR WRITING PhD RESEARCH PROPOSAL
(for doctoral candidate applicants)

1. Presentation Content
The research proposal includes the following main sections:
[image: ]a. Urgency and significance of the research topic
- Present the reasons for choosing the research issue from both theoretical and practical perspectives.
- Describe the global and domestic research situation, issues that have been resolved and unresolved, and newly proposed issues that still require research; from there, formulate the research hypothesis or research questions.
- State the specific research objectives.
b. Reasons for choosing the training institution
c. Intended plans and strategies to achieve desired objectives
d. The candidate’s experience, knowledge, understanding, and preparation regarding the intended research issue
- Present experience in research, practical work, social activities, and other extracurricular activities.
e. Research objectives
- General objective: State the ultimate and broadest goal of the research issue, indicating what problem it aims to solve for production or scientific research.
- Specific objectives: Identify several specific objectives to achieve the general objective.
f. Research methodology
- Present the general research methods and approaches for implementing each research content area of the topic.
- For topics involving data collection, specify data sources.
g. Research content
The research content must closely align with and aim to achieve the research objectives, and should outline the anticipated chapters and sections of the dissertation.
h. Proposed scientific activity plan of the candidate after completing the doctoral training program
i. Proposed supervisor(s)
j. References
- Fully list all references used in writing the proposal.
2. Format Requirements
- The research proposal must be presented on A4 paper, softcover bound; prepared using Microsoft Word or equivalent software; Times New Roman font (Unicode); font size 13 or 14; line spacing set to 1.5 lines or exactly 18–20 pt; before spacing 0 pt, after spacing 6 pt; top margin 3.0 cm; bottom margin 2.0–2.5 cm; left margin 3.0–3.5 cm; right margin 2.0 cm.
- Page numbers should be placed at the top center of each page.
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APPENDIX 3. Research Proposal Template (PhD Admission)
  
1. Research Problem Statement and Training Institution
(Explain the rationale for selecting the topic, its urgency, novelty, scientific and practical significance, and relevance to the training institution.)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

2. Overview of Domestic and International Research Status
(The applicant should summarize previous domestic and international studies related to the proposed research topic, critically analyze their findings, identify limitations or research gaps, and thereby highlight the necessity and feasibility of the proposed topic. The applicant should also clearly state their own perspectives and proposed approaches.)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

3. Objectives, Research Contents, Subjects, and Methodology
3.1. Research Objectives
(The objectives should be based on the proposed research title and previous achievements in the field, aiming to address unresolved issues.)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
3.2. Research Contents
(The research contents must align with the objectives and collectively address all proposed goals.)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
3.3. Research Subjects
(The research subjects should clearly define the objects of study, including scope and limitations. The limitations may also be presented in Section 9.)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
3.4. Research Methodology
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

4. Expected Outcomes
(Expected academic results, practical applications, publications, etc.)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

5. Scientific and Practical Significance
(Describe the anticipated scientific contributions and practical applications of the proposed research.)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

6. Previous Related Research/Work Conducted by the Applicant
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

7. Full-course Study and Research Plan
(Include plans for supplementary courses if required, specialized courses, and dissertation implementation schedule.)
	Academic Year
	Study and Research Activities
	Registered Study/Research Workload
	Expected Outcomes

	Year 1
	Supplementary specialized courses (if required)
	10–12 credits
	Completion certificates

	
	Research methodology courses
	4–6 credits
	Completion certificates

	Year 2
	Implement Part 1 of the dissertation
	Up to 24 credits
	Literature review chapter, methodology chapter

	Year 3
	Implement Part 2 of the dissertation
	Up to 30 credits
	Dissertation progress, publications

	Year 4
	Implement Part 3 of the dissertation
	Remaining credits of the 4-year program
	Completed dissertation, publications



Note: Italicized content is illustrative only. The actual study and research plan should be developed according to the doctoral training program of the specific discipline.
8. Proposed Scientific Career Plan After Graduation
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
9. Proposed Supervisors
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Nguyen Van A – Principal Supervisor
· Discipline (specialization): ………………… 
· Workplace: …………………………………… 
Prof. Dr. Nguyen Thi B – Co-supervisor
· Discipline (specialization): ………………… 
· Workplace: …………………………………… 
10. References
(References should be listed in order of appearance in the proposal, numbered consecutively from [1] onward, and formatted consistently.)
[1]…………………………
[2]…………………………
[3] …………………………
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